In vitro murine lymphocyte blastogenic responses to Cryptosporidium parvum.
Spleen and mesenteric lymph node lymphocytes from both Cryptosporidium parvum-exposed and unexposed mice were cultured with antigen (Ag) prepared from C. parvum oocysts. Spleen lymphocytes from oral-, intraperitoneal-, or oral + intraperitoneal-exposed mice did not respond significantly (P greater than 0.05) to Ag stimulation. Spleen lymphocytes from multioral-exposed mice, however, demonstrated significant (P less than or equal to 0.01) Ag-specific blastogenesis. Mesenteric lymph node lymphocytes did not respond to in vitro Ag stimulation regardless of the route of in vivo priming. These results demonstrate an in vitro cell-mediated immune response against C. parvum by lymphocytes in murine spleen.